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March 19, 2021 

 

 

Mayor Donald D. Lyons 

City Council Members 

 

Dear Mayor Lyons and City Council Members:  

 

Next Meeting:  Council, 3/22/21, 7:00 PM 

 

Assistant City Manager Natalie Dean reports 

progress on the attached garage at the MSHDA 

MOD Home on Spruce.  Applications and 

information are available on line at 

CityOfDowagiac.com. 

 

Director of Public Services Chad Tyrakowski 

reports that springtime clean-up projects continue 

across the city.  DPW picked-up litter along Lowe, Pokagon 

Extension, and Riverside.  Brush was chipped and litter collected 

at the parks.  The parks garage was cleaned and adjacent grounds 

trimmed.  They also made time for some leaf pick-up.  Scrap 

gathered while cleaning the buildings and sites was taken to be 

recycled.  The bathrooms at City hall were patched and painted, 

and, new exhaust vents were installed at the museum.                                 

 

Sewer issues have continued this week.  Work was performed on 

Division, Helena, and M-51N, and the crew did have to jet and 

clear the main on King St. last Saturday.  Rags in Lowe lift-

station continues to be an issue.   

 

We responded with a generator to an isolated AEP outage due to 

high winds in Sister Lakes.  High winds also knocked down a tree 

on Orchard St., A-1 Tree Service was on site to assist with clean-up.  

A pre-bid meeting was held for the N. Paul sidewalk project, with a 

good turn-out that provided feedback for follow-up.   

 



Progress was made with the cemetery GIS project, 

completing the veteran and older sections.  We were 

notified that SEMCO will be installing a new gas 

main in the alley west of S. Front St. in the coming 

weeks.  The former ICG parking site is moving 

along, with retaining wall installation underway, and 

we assisted with renewal of the MMRMA insurance. 

 

Implementation of corrective actions for the water 

sanitary survey continue.  While working with Dixon on the proposal to address clearwell 

items, it was noted that the initially projected costs are likely to be higher due to current 

material/labor pricing/availability; and, engineering review of the structure must be completed 

in order to ensure what kind of load it can sustain with/without modification.  We are also 

working with Wightman to answer questions related to our Asset Management Program.  This 

was reported to EGLE; and, we were granted an extension for another month.   

 

A proposal from Dixon to resolve items noted during the inspection of the Penn water tower 

was received and approved, as well as the proposal from Wightman to develop a flush program 

and alleviate a few ongoing CAUA lift-station problems.  Feasibility was also reviewed for 

requests for potential water and sewer taps into the systems from residents in both Penn and 

Newburg Townships. 

 

It was a rough week at the WWTP, with one chemical feed pump having failed, and the back-

up limping along.  Replacements have been ordered.  We also received a quote for replacement 

of the Grit screw gearbox. 

 

Valve exercising and cross connect inspections are moving along, addressing and/or making 

plans to address any noted valves/hydrants along the way.  We worked through a couple of 

items with the IBEW.  MEC replaced the damaged pad-mount transformer doors along Depot, 

and believe there may be potential to salvage/repair the old.  And, we are working with Flory 

Line Construction to stage at the “Dog Pound” while completing a pole replacement project in 

Silver Creek. 

 

Airport Manager Oscar Azevedo reports that 

this  week’s construction has seen: interior walls 

erected, one outside wall sheeted, electric work in 

progress, and the T Hangar project  is at 40% 

complettion.       
 
 

Sincerely,     

 

 

Kevin Anderson, City Manager 


